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Bradfield
Parish Council

Chairman’s 
Welcome

The year is flying away yet again, I can’t really believe 
I am writing about our summer Council meetings. At 
these meeting we discussed many issues, one being 
Citizen’s Awards. These awards are the Parish Council’s 
yearly recognition of parishioners who have gone the 
extra mile to help their communities. This year there 
are so many because of the dreadful pandemic and the 
various lockdown levels causing so many problems, and 
the many people who helped to keep things moving. 

It is almost impossible to mention individuals as there are so 
many, I would miss several, but on behalf of the Council I will just 
say THANK YOU to all who helped make the lockdowns more 
bearable, from  NHS workers to milkmen, postmen, parcel delivery 
drivers, teachers, supermarket workers and food delivery drivers - 
and everyone who I have missed. Work is ongoing with Sheffield 
Lakeland Landscape Partnership ‘working with water’ projects 
across the Parish working to solve erosion, reduce the risk of 
flooding and monitor rainfall levels. Sheffield City Council recently 
had a major planning review online with presentations from across 
the city. Where do you build an estimated 40,000 new dwellings? 
Mainly in the city Centre, if the survey results are adhered too. 

The Peak Park are developing an extensive Management Plan 
2024-29. The Peak Park has many issues to overcome. For the 
thriving and sustainable communities they require, huge numbers 
of visitors are essential to bring in the required income. However, 
as always, visitors bring problems. The building requirements 
within the Park is another huge mountain, where do you build new 
dwellings but still keep the integrity of the Park? These and many 
more issues are being carefully worked through in presentations, 
meetings and workshops. it is not a quick fix. 

Back in July we had the first meeting of Friends of Glen Howe 
Park. many interested parties have been talking about creating/
recreating this friends group for this jewel of a Park, now 
somewhat faded from its former glory. The Park was originally 
given to the people of Wharncliffe Side in 1917 by Joseph Dixon 
and John Mills. Then following reorganization of local government 
in 1974, Sheffield Council was given ownership. From the first 
tentative meetings, where myself, Nigel Clark, City Councilors 
Lewis Chinchen and Julie Grocutt advertised the creation of the 
Friends Group through social media, it has evolved into a fully 
constituted Friends Group, with a committee and draft plans both 
large and small for improvement to the Park. Advice has been 
taken from Sheffield Council Parks and Countryside department 

regarding how the friends group can compliment and enhance 
the maintenance work already being carried out within the Park 
boundaries, hoping to continue to maintain and develop this initial 
enthusiasm. Over the page there is a brief paragraph and photos – 
fingers crossed for the future of this new Friends Group.

Miriam Cates has resigned her Parish Council Oughtibridge 
Ward position. She hoped to combine Parish Council and MP roles 
as they both overlap. This was possible during the past 18 months 
as Parliament and Councils have been using remote meetings 
to continue business, but now it’s all face to face meetings her 
parliamentary commitment means she will be unable to attend 
BPC meetings from September. Reluctantly she has handed in her 
resignation. We wish Miriam the best for her future career.

I must mention this year’s start to the Parish Galas and Carnivals, 
next year let us all hope that we return to a full program of festivity 
and celebrations from all the Parish villages. This year, we wish the  
best of luck to all who are tentatively starting up their galas again.

Chairman Councillor  Stephen Bennett
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2025 has been a truly fantastic year for our community, 
and Bradfield Parish Council has been proud to play its part. From 
well-attended public events to grant support that has enabled local 
groups to achieve remarkable things, it has been inspiring to see so 
many projects flourish across our villages.

As we step into 2026, we are committed to building on the strong 
foundations already in place. We look forward to supporting new and 
existing initiatives, strengthening our partnerships, and continuing to 
work closely with our communities to create an even brighter future 
for everyone who calls Bradfield Parish home. 

Our Santa’s Post Box proved to be an absolute hit with children across the 
Parish this December!  
Dozens of beautifully written letters made their 
way to the North Pole, filling the post box—and 
our office—with festive cheer.
We’re delighted to share that Santa has already 
confirmed he’ll be sending his special Post Box 
back to Bradfield in December 2026,  
ready for even more magical letters 
 next Christmas!

Children from the Parish’s six local primary and 
infant schools once again took part in the Council’s 
annual Christmas Card Competition. Twelve 
talented finalists were invited to the Council Office, 
where they each received a pack of cards featuring 
their design, along with a small gift. As a thank you 
for their involvement, each participating school 
was also awarded £50 in book tokens.

Santa’s Post Box Brings 
Festive Magic!

Bradfield Parish Council were saddened to hear of the passing of Mr Bradfield Parish Council were saddened to hear of the passing of Mr 
Michael Bancroft in October 2025.Michael Bancroft in October 2025.
Mr Bancroft was first elected to Bradfield Parish Council in 1973 and Mr Bancroft was first elected to Bradfield Parish Council in 1973 and 
served until his retirement in April 2007. During his long service, he served until his retirement in April 2007. During his long service, he 

held the position of Chair in 1975/1976, 1998/1999, held the position of Chair in 1975/1976, 1998/1999, 
and 2003/2004, and was awarded the Freeman’s and 2003/2004, and was awarded the Freeman’s 
Honour in 2002 in recognition of his dedicated Honour in 2002 in recognition of his dedicated 
commitment to the Council and the Parish.commitment to the Council and the Parish.
Councillor Bancroft was a devoted and active member Councillor Bancroft was a devoted and active member 
of the Council, offering significant support across of the Council, offering significant support across 
many areas, particularly within the transport sector.many areas, particularly within the transport sector.
Bradfield Parish Council extend their sincere Bradfield Parish Council extend their sincere 
condolences to Mr Bancroft’s family.condolences to Mr Bancroft’s family.

Annual Annual 
Christmas Card Christmas Card 
CompetitionCompetition

This year’s winning design was created by Alyssa 
Zhou, who had the honour of switching on the Parish 
Christmas lights to mark the start of the festive season.
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